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dedicating his time to training young 
people in his community. 

In 1968, his passion for at-risk youth 
led him to help found the Bluebonnet 
Youth Ranch and raise millions of dol-
lars through charity events. 

For his extraordinary work, in 1986 
Claud Jacobs was knighted as a Knight 
of Saint Gregory by Pope John Paul II. 

Claud was a friend to everyone in our 
community, it seems, and I know he 
was a friend of mine. We will miss his 
optimism, his warmth, and his can-do 
spirit. 

May God bless his family as we re-
member him and his legacy. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

WASHINGTON MUST NOT FORGET 
NEW MEXICO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from New Mexico (Mr. 
VASQUEZ) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
submit extraneous material into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today as the new Representative of 
New Mexico’s Second District, home to 
some of the country’s most beautiful 
landscapes, the hardest working peo-
ple, the best chile, the Nation’s first 
designated wilderness, seven sovereign 
nations, and a rich and proud bina-
tional culture. 

New Mexico is my home. It is where 
I hunt. It is where I fish. It is where I 
went to school, and it is the place that 
gave me opportunity. 

However, I continue to be troubled. 
After being here just over 8 weeks, one 
thing is clear, Congress isn’t putting 
constituents like mine or their fami-
lies first, and I want to change that. 

It is hard to watch other Members 
from urban communities celebrate 
lower gas prices while residents in my 
rural community still pay 35 cents 
more than the national average. 

It is hard to celebrate poverty reduc-
tion while we aren’t having meaningful 
conversations about the child tax cred-
it or that one in four children in my 
district are living in poverty. 

It is difficult to spend my time vot-
ing on messaging bills while residents 
in our Tribal communities still have to 
haul water to their homes. 

We must do better for the American 
people, and we must get to work on the 
real issues that impact our commu-
nities. 

I know what it is like to work hard 
to get ahead. Since I was old enough to 
work, I have always had a job. I have 
never had the luxury of financial 
wealth. I have bagged groceries, 

worked a drive-through at a fast-food 
restaurant, I have sold vacuum clean-
ers door to door, I have painted houses 
and worked at a Chile Factory, all to 
make a living and eventually pay my 
way through college at New Mexico 
State University. 

For too many New Mexicans, work-
ing as hard as I did isn’t even enough 
to pay the bills. They feel like the 
goalposts just keep getting moved on 
them, and they look to us for help. 

But instead, Congress bickers over 
issues that don’t move the ball for-
ward. That is wrong, and it is time that 
we fix that. 

New Mexico is a State rich in cul-
ture, pride, and history. It is part of 
the American story. But, unfortu-
nately, it is also often forgotten. 

Too many New Mexicans are strug-
gling. Our rivers are drying, our agri-
cultural industry is in decline, housing 
costs are rising, and healthcare is too 
expensive and out of reach. 

Washington must pay attention to 
districts like mine, and they must see 
our potential. We have a robust energy 
industry that supports more than 15,000 
good-paying jobs, but we also have high 
rates of respiratory disease in frontline 
communities, substandard living condi-
tions and housing for workers, and lit-
tle accountability for the polluting in-
dustries. 

New Mexico is also a vital part of 
America’s agricultural strength. Our 
farmers, our ranchers, our farmworkers 
from the South Valley of Albuquerque 
to the Hatch Valley work the land 
every single day to ensure that all of 
us, as Americans, have access to safe, 
U.S.-grown, affordable food. 

However, we don’t have enough ac-
cess to H2A visas. We have made it 
harder for farmers and workers to get 
the support they need to feed our coun-
try and lower the cost of food. 

New Mexico plays a vital role in our 
national security, from the most ex-
pansive missile testing range in the 
country at White Sands to the critical 
training grounds at Holloman Air 
Force Base, and the groundbreaking re-
search produced at our two national 
laboratories. 

However, we also lack the critical in-
vestments in housing, educational 
services, and transportation services to 
give our servicemen and -women the 
quality of life that they deserve when 
they serve our country. 

Washington can no longer forget 
about communities like mine and 
about New Mexico. My hometown of 
Las Cruces is home to over 100,000 peo-
ple, many hardworking families who 
are dealing with an unemployment rate 
higher than the national average, too 
many kids still going hungry, and low 
wages, with per capita household in-
come in my district at just $26,000. 
That is right, $26,000. 

For too long our district has been 
left behind. These inequities are not 
just felt, the numbers prove it. I am 
here to fix that, but Congress has to 
focus on the issues that matter. 

I ask for your help, to not leave be-
hind the veterans that bravely dedi-
cated their service and their lives to 
this country, to ensure that we provide 
Federal funding for our rural commu-
nities so that every New Mexican has 
access to high-speed broadband and 
quality healthcare, to ensure that one 
in four New Mexicans on SNAP have 
access to healthy, nutritious, and life-
saving food. 

b 1900 

I am committed to getting the Sec-
ond District’s fair share in Congress. I 
am fighting for that in every room I 
enter, every meeting that I attend, and 
every vote that I cast. Nothing means 
more to me than making sure that we 
get our fair share from Washington, 
D.C. 

To everyone that I have the honor of 
representing, I promise you I will al-
ways make sure that your voice, the 
voice of the great Second District of 
the State of New Mexico is heard in the 
Halls of Congress. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
focus on the issues that matter to the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
SIGNED 

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled joint resolution of the House of 
the following title, which was there-
upon signed by the Speaker: 

H.J. Res. 30. Joint Resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor relating 
to ‘‘Prudence and Loyalty in Selecting Plan 
Investments and Exercising Shareholder 
Rights’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Friday, March 10, 2023, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, 
EC–575. A letter from the Commission 

Chair and Commission Vice Chair, Commis-
sion on Planning, Programming, Budgeting, 
and Execution, transmitting the Commission 
on Planning, Programming, Budgeting, and 
Execution Reform Report Status Update, 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois (for herself, 
Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. LEE of California, 
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